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COVID-19 – A Game Changer in International Health Cooperation? (working title) 

 

Dear Colleagues 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been changing the global health landscape. It is significantly reshaping 

health systems and policies and the way in which organisations involved in international health 

cooperation are operating. 

Since 2015, the international community has been working towards implementing the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development which is designed to pre-empt, tackle and solve the challenges, inequalities 

and disparities that have been laid bare by the global COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic threatens 

to achieve the 2030 Agenda’s goals and targets. The effects of COVID-19 have set back progress in 

many countries, erasing hard-won gains. In addition, the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the 

longstanding structural drivers of health inequities, such as precarious and adverse working 

conditions, growing economic disparities and restricted political decision-making processes in public 

health. 

 

In this MMS Bulletin, we would like to discuss the influence COVID-19 had on the global health 

landscape, the opportunities which arouse to move the health agenda forward and which challenges 

we definitely need to tackle urgently.   

 

Some key questions from our point of view:  
 

• How does COVID-19 continue to influence health, health systems and global health and the 

way we work?  

• What responses do we need that not only react to the short-term challenges of COVID-19, 

but will bring about system transformation and are necessary for strengthening people-centred 

and equitable health systems?  

• Did the pandemic evoke bottom-up, and cross-sectoral responses in your projects and 

programs? How did you adjust your approach?   

• How were COVID-19 measures adapted to reduce undesired impacts on vulnerable groups, 

such as those living in informal settlements, refugee camps, the elderly or the disabled?  
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• Did you observe new forms of enabling governance and leadership roles at local or other levels? 

• How to positively influence the disruption of health services and how to keep human rights on 

the political agenda? 

 

 

Requirements:  

The MMS Bulletin is the Swiss online journal for international cooperation and health. It is an online 

journal which is published four times a year. To keep our journal of high quality we would like you to 

follow the following guidelines for submission:  

 

• Your article can be written in English, German or French 

• Text length: 5,000 – 10,000 characters (2 to 3 pages only) 

• Title and subtitle: please provide an appealing title incl. a subtitle 

• Lead text: up to 100 words – text in bold  

• Subheadings: Main body text includes subheadings  

• References: Please use Harvard Reference Style [In-text citations: "I used to be…" 

(Fitzgerald, 2004). Reference Lists: Fitzgerald, F. (2004). The great Gatsby. New York: 

Scribner.]  

• Author affiliations: please provide a short description about the author incl. a photograph  

• Please provide some photos in high resolution and in jpg. format. Please include a caption 

and the name of the photographer  

• Please review previous MMS Bulletin: 

https://www.medicusmundi.ch/en/advocacy/publications/mms-bulletin/ 
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